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Grameen Bank of the Yunus Centre, Xuzhou, Jiangsu, China, 2014
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In November 2014, the CUHK School of
Architecture team was invited to design the
Grameen Bank at Lukou for the Yunus Centre in
China.

The project is located in the middle of
Yinzhuang, Lukou Village, in the Wanglou Township
of Xinyiyaowan County of Xuzhou. The 2-storey
building with double-pitch white roof and green
body sits on the north side of the lot and covers
an area of 95m”?, its gross floor area being 240m”.
Its functions include office, business, training,
conference, and staff housing. The rectangular plan
has an ambulatory service core, and the interior
space is divided into 2 parts - east and west — with
varying sizes. The service core consists of furniture
and integrated bathroom.

Suspended above ground, the building has 6
sides installed with thermal insulation layers and
adopts cladding technique to form a Trombe wall
with the air insulation layer behind. The sun-heated
air flows upwards, which during daytime in winter
can enter the house through the triangular cornice
to heat up the space of the 2nd floor. Users may
adjust interior comfort during winter and summer
by switching the shutters on the south and north
sides of the house. Lightweight foam concrete
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panels are applied to part of the flooring for the
purpose of thermal storage, shock absorption, and
sound insulation.

From design to production and construction, the
project took only 8 weeks. Component assembling
for the main body and in-situ construction only took
4 weeks. The team adopts close-range distributed
production to economize logistics. The manufacturing
industry of Xuzhou and the rest of Jiangsu Province
played a major role by taking up 95% of the work.
Apart from such professional work as installations
of integrated-bathroom and Velux pitch-roof
louvers, the builders were all local villagers. Through
experience of advanced building technology, they
have acquired a deeper sense of approval towards the
Grameen Bank.[]
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I B/ Floor Area: 240m”

HHEET/Construction Managers: EH7, #hEH, #&Xif/
XIA Heng, HAN Guori, ZHAQO Yan

TG /Administration Staff: #4%, KK, Sk,
FER, F#45%/PENG Qiang, ZHANG Dongguang, GAO
Zhan, BAI Guoging, GU Shaohui

B EHfiT/Construction: #ifTF HE20(7AE/20 villagers
from Yizhuang Village, Xinyi City
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